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News Release July 12, 2000

WHEAT PRODUCTION DOWN

SIOUX FALLS, July 12,2000 — The South Dakota July 1 wheat production forecast is down from
a year ago, according to USDA's South Dakota Ag Statistics Service. Forecasted yields for winter
and spring wheat are slightly lower than last year. Oat and barley production are up 13 and 51

percent, respectively.

Winter wheat production, at 56.32 million bushels, is unchanged from the June 1 forecast, but down

5 percent from 1999. The yield, at 44 bushels, is down 3 bushels from last year's record yield.

Harvested acres, at 1.28 million, are up 2 percent from last year.

Other spring wheat production is forecast at 56.1 million bushels, down 6 percent from 1999. The
yield, at 33 bushels per acre, is 2 bushels below last year Harvested acres, at 1.70 million, are down

1 percent from last year.

Oat production, at 14.4 million bushels, is up 13 percent from last year. The yield is forecasted at 60

bushels, down 4 bushels from last year. Acres harvested for grain are forecasted at 240,000.

Barley production is forecast at 5.4 million bushels, up 51 percent from last year. Yield is at 51

bushels per acre, 3 bushels above 1999. Harvested acres, at 105,000, are up 42 percent from 1999.

Potato planted acres, at 4,500, compare to 3,500 acres last year. Harvested acres, at 4,200, are

up from 3,400 last year.

For more information contact
William Hamlin at

605-330-4235
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